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Newsletter

Wednesday 31st March 2021

A Message from Miss Thomas:
As we move towards the Easter break, there is a feeling of positivity
– the sun is
7 The Avenue
shining and we are starting to see the first steps of lockdown easing. I hope this
means we will all have a good break, perhaps seeing more family and friends than
we have for some time. However, can I urge all members of our school community
to follow Government guidance to help things continue to move forward and
contribute towards keeping covid19 levels low in our community.
The children’s time back in school since 8th March has been positive, they have
settled well into school routines and their learning. This evening is parents evening
which will give you an opportunity to speak to your child’s teacher about your child’s
individual progress, positives and areas to work on – I hope you find it useful.
When we return after Easter, teachers will adapt the curriculum to address any
gaps in learning that they have identified over the last few weeks. We will also
begin a new topic with a focus on Healthy Living across the school, I will give further
information about this in the first newsletter of the new term.
I hope you all have a good break and look forward to everyone returning on
Monday 19th April.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Last day of Term 4: Thursday 1st April

First day of Term 5: Monday 19th April
CONGRATULATIONS:
To the following children who have celebrated and are celebrating their birthday’s during the
last few days and who will celebrate over the Easter Holidays:
Amber, Imogen, Connor, Harley, Toby, Reese, Riley-James, George, Maddie, Jaxon, Harry,
Eddie-Ray, Chase, Supriya and Liam

Covid19 Update:
Information was sent out earlier this week regarding our Covid19 arrangements over the Easter
break.
Please remember that if your child or any member of your household (including your childcare
bubble or support bubble, if you have one) develops Covid19 symptoms all members of your
household should isolate. You must book a test for the symptomatic person and phone or email
the school office to let us know (01985 213383 or admin@avenue.wilts.sch.uk). You can arrange
a test through https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by phoning 119.
The symptoms to look out for are:
•
•
•

New, persistent cough
High temperature
Change to sense of taste or smell

If you do need to get a test for a member of your household, once you get the result, please let us
know as follows:
•
•

Negative result – phone or email the school office
Positive result – email me (ct@avenue.wilts.sch.uk) as soon as you get the result, whatever
time of day that is.

If we do get a positive case in school, we will work with the Public Health Team to identify close
contacts and they will be asked to isolate.

Covid19 Testing:
There appears to be some confusion regarding covid19 testing. The guidance we have been
given is as follows:
Lateral Flow Tests:
The purpose of these tests is to identify asymptomatic cases (people who have covid19 but do not
have any symptoms). All school staff, secondary school pupils and parents are able to test twice
weekly using Lateral Flow Tests. Lateral Flow Tests are not designed for use with Primary
School age children and should never be used on them.
PCR Tests:
PCR tests are the tests that are administered if you book a test at a test centre, such as the centre
at the front of our school. A PCR test is required for anyone who has covid19 symptoms,
regardless of whether or not a Lateral Flow Test has been used. A PCR test also has to be
undertaken following a positive Lateral Flow Test to confirm the result.
This means that anyone with covid19 symptoms must book and have a PCR test. Children and
staff who have symptoms and all members of their household cannot attend school until a
negative PCR test result is obtained.

Lockdown 2021 Challenge:
Well done to Aslan and Kiyaan for their achievements in the Lockdown 2021 Challenge. The boys
received a medal for completing 20km of walking throughout last half term. This is a fantastic
accomplishment! If you would like to give this a go yourself (or another one of the challenges),
then head to https://www.ukschoolrun.com/ and sign up for a challenge.
Please share any physical or sporting challenges you have completed with Miss Hale
(dh@avenue.wilts.sch.uk)

Drop off & pick up arrangements:
Thank you for all your support with our staggered drop off and pick up arrangements. As we are
settling back into school, each gate is becoming smoother. Please make sure your child arrives at
the correct time for their gate – not earlier, and not later.
Please also make sure you join the back of your child’s class queue when you arrive and maintain
social distance (2m+) from all other parents – this remains government advice as we all go about
our daily lives as a preventative measure to prevent the spread of covid19.

Social Media:
We have now set up a Facebook page as well as our Twitter page. Please search for us, like our
Facebook page and follow our Twitter page, if you could also share our pages, it would be much
appreciated.
The purpose of these pages is to promote our school in the wider community. We will post
regularly about what the children are doing in school. Feel free to like our posts! The pages are
set up so that only specific staff can post and at present we will not be posting photos that identify
children.
Please do not use the pages to ask questions – any queries should continue to be sent to the
office either by email (admin@avenue.wilts.sch.uk) or phone (01985 213383) or to your child’s
class teacher via Class Dojo.

Free School Meals:
If you are not currently eligible for Free School Meals, please see the criteria below to check whether
you may be eligible to apply:
Free School Meals are available to eligible children that attend school within Wiltshire on a fulltime
basis. This includes Nursery children of compulsory school age who attend school full-time. You
must be in receipt of one of the benefits listed below to be eligible for Free School Meals for your
child or children.
• Income Support
• Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (NOT contribution based JSA)
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (NOT contribution based ESA)
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 - National Asylum Seekers
Support (NASS)
• The guarantee element of State Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (you must NOT be entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income
(as assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 (April 2012)
• Working Tax Credit 'run-on' - the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you stop
qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no If you think that you may
qualify for Free School Meals please see the application form on our website.

Hot Dinners:
Children eligible for benefit related free school meals have been able to order hot meals since
Monday 8th March and after Easter this will include all children in year’s 1 and 2. All other years,
will be able to order a packed lunch. We hope to be able to offer hot meals soon to more students,
please look out for updates as they are released.

Smoking:

Please may we remind all parents that the school grounds are a smoke-free zone. Whilst we
appreciate that the lane and pathways outside of the gates are not school property, please do refrain
from smoking when you are queuing with your child and wait until all children have entered school.

Safeguarding Update:
Please make sure you check the age restrictions of films and social media sites your child may
access. We often have children talking about things they have accessed which are not ageappropriate. Children who access materials with 12, 15 or 18 age restrictions can see things that
upset them and they find frightening. It is very easy for a child to access age inappropriate
materials if the appropriate parental controls are not in place or children have unsupervised
access to devices.

Dogs:
A gentle reminder that under no circumstances (With the exception of guide dogs) are dogs to be
brought onto the school premises. This includes outside the front of reception, the car park and the
drive/grass outside of the children’s centre.

Parent & Pupil Support:
My name is Mrs Leeson and I am fortunate to work in such a
diverse, pastoral role in Parent and Pupil Support. I thought it
important to explain a little about my role and how I can best
support you and your child.
Perhaps you have concerns in regards to behaviour, nutrition,
attendance and parenting in general. Or you feel you need
support with family learning, finances and applying for
benefits, Free School Meals or require Early Help. I am here
to offer impartial advice and signpost to a wealth of other
agencies when needed.
Importantly, due to Warminster being a Military town, I also have a particular focus on supporting
Armed Forces Families – so Please do make contact if your loved one is due to deploy on
exercise or tour. Importantly, I understand that family life can be challenging and am here to
support you whenever needed, be that with a one off question or more challenging situation.
Please feel free to email me on eln@avenue.wilts.sch.uk or ring the main office to arrange a
telephone appointment – 01985 213383

Please check https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-learning for details about courses. Courses are funded by
the Education and Skills Funding Agency. Courses are no cost to you if you are 19+, have been a resident
in UK/EU for 3+years, have less than 5 GCSEs grades A-C, in receipt of benefits, a service family or you
may have other issues that joining a course could help you with. You might be stuck in a rut or going
through a difficult time? We want to hear from people who are unsure about if they can join,
we are always happy to talk things through.
Please call us 01225 770478, leave a message or send the team an email
familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk and we will get back to you.
Follow us on facebook Wiltshire Family and Community Learning
Follow us on Twitter @WiltsFaCL

Back to Tennis Easter Camps
Warminster Park Easter Camp
WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THAT AFTER A LENGTHY ABSENCE, OUR
FAMOUS HOLIDAY TENNIS CAMPS ARE COMING BACK WITH A BANG TO
WARMINSTER. WE HAVE MISSED SEEING YOU ALL OUT ON THE TENNIS
COURTS, SO THESE TWO WEEKS PROMISE TO BE BIGGER AND BETTER THAN
EVER. UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF OUR QUALIFIED COACHES, THE CAMPS
WILL BE A PERFECT COMBINATION OF STRUCTU RED LEARNING, WITH
FUN AND EXCITING GAMES, AS WELL AS EASTER PRIZES TO BE WON

Like our previous camps, the mornings will be action packed with learning,
skills and drills, and lots of coaching for all abilities. In the afternoon there
will be prizes to be won, matches to be played, and a chance to put the
morning teaching into practice! It will be a great chance to refresh those
skills before the summer term is here.

Come and join us for two weeks:
29th March-2 April
6 April- 9 April
10am-3pm in the Warminster town park
Ages 3-15 Welcome

